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Key Insights:

+ In November 2024, Kremlin-aligned media in Lithuania featured various noteworthy topics, but the follow-

ing themes were the most engaging ones:

1. Parliamentary Coalition Controversy: The inclusion of the “Nemuno Ausra” party sparked public protests,
particularly over allegations of antisemitism linked to its leader, Remigijus Zemaitaitis.

2. Election Legitimacy: Kremlin-aligned media fueled claims of election fraud and suppression of dissent,
undermining the legitimacy of the new government.

3. Economic Concerns: Rising costs and economic instability dominated discussions, with media linking Lithua-
nia's foreign policy to domestic hardship.

4. Support for Ukraine: Debates intensified over Lithuania's military and financial support for Ukraine, framed
as detrimental to Lithuania's citizens.

5. U.S. Presidential Election: The developments in the 2024 U.S. presidential election were closely followed in
Lithuania, with discussions around the candidates' stances on foreign policy, particularly their positions on
Russia and NATO, affecting Lithuania's security concerns.

+ Kremlin-aligned media in Lithuania aggressively promoted two major narratives aimed at undermining
public trust in the government and its pro-Western stance. The first narrative delegitimised the recent
parliamentary elections, alleging fraud and suppressed dissent while portraying the coalition with the
controversial "Nemuno Ausra” party as evidence of Lithuania's moral and political decline. Protests against
the coalition were framed as signs of broader instability, deepening public disillusionment. These outlets
attacked critics like former President Dalia Grybauskaité, accusing her of Kremlin ties and discrediting her
warnings about the coalition's harm to EU and NATO relations.

+ The second narrative escalated criticism of Lithuania's support for Ukraine, portraying it as an unjustified
burden amidst alleged domestic crises such as economic instability, rising costs, and declining living stand-
ards. By linking foreign aid to national hardship, these platforms sought to stoke resentment against the
government's priorities, fostering anti-Western sentiments. Together, these narratives aimed to exploit politi-
cal divisions, undermine democratic institutions and weaken Lithuania's solidarity with Ukraine while
advancing broader anti-Western and nationalist themes.

+ Regarding raising resilience in the country, researchers at Vilnius University are developing an innovative
Al-based tool called ATSPARA to detect propaganda and disinformation in Lithuanian media. The system
uses advanced hybrid neural networks and machine learning to identify misleading narratives in news and
social media. By analysing patterns and contextual indicators, it aims to enhance public awareness and
institutional response to information warfare threats. Funded by the Lithuanian Research Council, this
project seeks to strengthen societal resilience against the growing challenges of fake news and propagan-
da.

suppories by Googlle 2


https://naujienos.vu.lt/dirbtinis-intelektas-kovoje-su-dezinformacija-mokslininkai-kuria-inovatyvu-iranki-propagandai-aptikti/
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Overview of
findings:

An increased number, 1255 articles, compared to 1125
articles analysed during October, were scrutinised from
four Kremlin-aligned media outlets still actively operating
in Lithuania.

Throughout November 2024, the all-time most prominent
Kremlin-aligned narrative in Lithuania - anti-governmen-
tal sentiments — was particularly linked to the results of
recent parliamentary elections and the protests that
followed afterwards. During this month, Kremlin-aligned
media discussed the protest titled "10 Minutes of Silence’,
which was organised to show significant discontent with
the inclusion of the "Nemuno Ausra" party in Lithuania's
governing coalition. The demonstration, which took place
outside the Lithuanian parliament on November 14th,
gathered approximately 5000 participants opposing this
decision. The protest was fueled by the ongoing trial of
Remigijus /emaitaitis, leader of "Nemuno Augra’, over
allegations of antisemitic remarks. Critics, including Presi-
dent Gitanas Nauséda, have denounced the coadlition as
harmful to the country. Additionally, various NGOs and
international officials have raised concerns about the
coalition's potential impact on democratic values and
human rights in Lithuania.

Kremlin-aligned Lithuanian media offered a contrasting
portrayal of the protests compared to mainstream
outlets. These platforms framed the events as evidence of
governmental incompetence and a broader political and
moral decline, presenting Lithuania as a nation grappling
with systemic instability. This narrative underscored broad
dissatisfaction with Lithuania’'s pro-Western orientation
and suggested the codlition reflected deeper national

crises.
Furthermore, these outlets leveraged the protests to

amplify scepticism about Lithuania's government, reiter-
ating familiar anti-Western narratives of corruption and
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inefficacy. Disinformation networks in Lithuania continue
to exploit such events, easily linking them to broader
anti-Western and nationalist themes. By spreading
conspiracy theories and undermining democratic institu-
tions, these campaigns aim to foster division within Lithu-

anian society while diminishing support for Ukraine.

According to the media monitoring tool Awario, the topic
of elections continued to dominate Lithuanian media
throughout November, though this time, it was accompa-
nied by presidential elections in the United States. The
search for all forms of the word “rinkimai” (meaning "elec-
tions" in Lithuanian) revealed a significant number, over
15.2K mentions across various media platforms that the
tool was able to capture. The analysis also shows how
these mentions were distributed daily throughout the
month, reflecting the significant media focus on the topic.

15.2K

N Nov 2 N

Furthermore, the significant volume of mentions generat-
ed an impressive reach of nearly 50 million. This spike in
engagement highlights the high level of public and media
attention surrounding the elections, as seen in the daily
distribution data provided below

49.7M
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Story of the monthl

November: -

Green White Boys
vs. Kaunas Mayor

One of Lithuania's most discussed topics in November
2024 was the confrontation between Kaunas Mayor
Visvaldas Matijosaitis and the Green White Boys (GWB), a
prominent basketball team Zalgiris Kaunas fan group.
The controversy erupted during a EurolLeague match,
where the fans publicly criticised Matijosaitis for his
business dealings in Russia through the Vi¢iany Group.
This criticism stemmed from lingering resentment over his
company's operations continuing during Russia's war
against Ukraine.

During the game, GWB chanted inflammatory slogans

like "Krabas yra rusy kekse" ("The crab is a Russian

puppet’),
perceived ethical failings. The mayor reportedly respond-

a jab at Matijosaitis's nickname and his

ed by gesturing rudely at the fans. The incident drew
sharp public and media attention, with debates over free
expression, respect in public discourse, and the ethical
obligations of political leaders.

Both Zalgiris and law enforcement stepped in to mediate.

The basketball club condemned disrespectful behaviour

and urged constructive engagement, while police initiat-
ed a review of the incident to determine whether public

order laws were violated. GWB defended their protest as

a principled stance against MatijoSaitis's actions, while

the mayor accused them of undermining unity during a
critical geopolitical period. This controversy encapsulates
the intersection of sports, politics, and civic ethics,
currently becoming a flashpoint in Lithuanian public

discourse.
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Matijo$aitis turned the chant against the fan group,
claiming that they are the ones "serving the Kremlin

regime’. The article appeared (see screenshot below)

discussing Kaunas Mayor Visvaldas Matijosaitis's reaction
to offensive chants directed at him during a basketball
game in Zalgiris Arena and how Matijodaitis criticised the

fans, claiming their actions inadvertently served Kremlin

interests and emphasised that his company, Vicianai
Group, had fully exited the Russian market earlier in 2024.
He expressed disappointment in the fans' behaviour,
stating it undermined both the Zalgiris team and its
supporters. Matijosaitis approached the police (see the
screenshot and reactions to it on the next page), urging
them to investigate the incident as a breach of public
order. He argued that such behaviour should not be
tolerated in public spaces, especially in a setting that
represents national unity and pride like Zalgiris Arena.

A Kas vyksta Kaune @
W November 26 at 10:00AM - @

Kauno meras sureagavo j astrig , Zalgirio" fany skanduote.
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ZALGIRIS - LIETUVA
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KAUNAS.KASVYKSTA.LT
V. Matijosaitis apie jam skirtg skanduote: tie vaikinai pasitarnauja Kremliaus
rezimui


https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=965669782263520&set=pb.100064615216880.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/greenwhiteboys/posts/pfbid0z7bRsggRw3Yrgmv7kmXDHKqEPL82k4DfhdASrC98f8vBRTP3ViZf6ASFydF9PfJcl
https://www.facebook.com/Kaunas.gyvai/posts/pfbid0xbF6cxjrihWSbztD92Rkeq9dpu2eps3PC4pE3FcmcErKkJeoFHocvZtbjxYjSWU2l
https://kaunas.kasvyksta.lt/2024/11/26/zmones/v-matijosaitis-apie-jam-skirta-necenzurine-skanduote-tie-vaikinai-pasitarnauja-kremliaus-rezimui/
https://kaunas.kasvyksta.lt/2024/11/26/zmones/v-matijosaitis-apie-jam-skirta-necenzurine-skanduote-tie-vaikinai-pasitarnauja-kremliaus-rezimui/
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November 27 at 5:49PM - &

4NeZinau, kas buvo tas ar tie anonimai, kuriy pareiskimg Policija gavo savaités pradZioje. Tai tik
parodo, kad Zmonés nepritaria arenoje rékusiy jaunuoliy veiksmams®, - tikino Kauno meras
Visvaldas Matijoaitis.

Straipsnio nuorodg rasite komentaruose.
E. BlaZio / LRT nuotr.

MATIJOSAITIS KREIPESI | POLICIJA
DEL SIRGALIY POELGIO: BANDITY
LAIKAI - SENIAI PRAEITYJE

@0 892 286 comments 1 share

Considering the audience's reaction to the controversy
between Visvaldas Matijosaitis and the GWB, it greatly
varied across different segments of the public, reflecting
deep divides over the issue. Many Lithuanians supported
GWRB's stance, particularly those critical of Matijosaitis's
business ties to Russia. These individuals viewed the
protest as a legitimate expression of frustration over
perceived moral failings, especially in the context of the
ongoing war in Ukraine. Social media saw widespread
sharing of the chants and slogans, with some applauding
the fans for holding a powerful figure accountable.

w Ernestas BlaZys
Bandity laikai baigési, Visvaldai, baigési, gaila, kad ne visi merai tai supranta.
4d Like Reply 256 Q)

View 1 reply

Bronius Dovydauskas
Krabas yra rusy keksé ir taskas.

ad Like Reply 400
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Examples of the comments online: “Era of the bandits has
passed, Visvaldas, has passed, unfortunately, not all the
mayors understand that”; “The crab is a Russian puppet, end

of sentence”.

Some of the social media users actively defended
Matijosaitis, either due to his contributions to Kaunas as
mayor or scepticism about the relevance of his past
business decisions. They echoed his argument that the
protest played into pro-Kremlin narratives, especially at a
time when Lithuanian solidarity against Russian aggres-
sion was crucial.

\ Banga Banga
Esu dekinga Kauno merui uz viska, ka padare del Kauno!!!
Jeigu ne jis, viskas dabar atrodytu labai liudnai Kaune, nes niekam iki jo atejimo i
savivaldybe, niekada nerupejo, pats Kauno miestas ir jo zmones!
Man labai geda uz tuos, kurie ji taip bando pazeminti..
Manau, tai zmones vargsai, nieko nesugebantys, neissilavine ir turintys
priklausomybiu...
Taip pat pastebejau, kad Kaune mazai gyvena Kaunieciu, visi suvaziave is uzmiesciu,
ten turbut kur auge, nera susidure su etika ir kultura.

86 @DD

4d Like Reply Edited
View 1reply

Elena Baliutaviciute
Maza kas kada buvo.,0 Kaung kaip sutvarke

4d Like Reply

‘:elﬁ’

View all 2 replies

Examples of the comments online: “I am grateful to the
Mayor of Kaunas for everything he has done for Kaunas!!! If
not for him, everything in Kaunas would look very sad now, as
before his term, nobody cared about the municipality, the city
itself, or its people! | feel very ashamed of those who are trying
to humiliate him like this... | think these are poor, incapable,
uneducated people with dependencies... I've also noticed that
very few real Kaunas residents live in Kaunas now; most are
from the countryside, where they likely grew up without
exposure to ethics or culture.”; "Don't care what he did before,
but look how the city was rearranged”.
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Online platforms were flooded with polarised discussions.
Supporters and critics debated whether the protest
represented justified outrage or crossed a line into disre-
spect and disruption. This discourse mirrored broader
tensions in Lithuania about the appropriate ways to
address political accountability. From a Kremlin-aligned
media  perspective, the controversy  surrounding
Matijosaitis and the GWB is seen as an opportunity to
sow division in Lithuania and discredit its political unity.
Such media might frame the fan protests as evidence of
instability, portraying Lithuania as fractured and incapa-
ble of addressing internal dissent constructively. This fits a
broader disinformation strategy of highlighting political
tensions in NATO and EU countries to undermine trust in
democratic institutions. Kremlin narratives might also
amplify claims that dissent aids "pro-Kremlin propagan-
da,” further polarising the issue domestically.
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https://www.facebook.com/Dr.Ignas.Vegele
https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/2137259/kandidatu-gretos-dideja-vegele-skelbia-apie-dalyvavima-prezidento-rinkimuose

