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Even though a sizeable amount of the comments
supported Vegeélé and his stance, claiming that "systemic
politicians are afraid of him" or that "the government is
confronted by him and, therefore, wants to silence him”,
the comment receiving the most engagement held an
opposing position (see screenshot on the center-right).
The comment started with: “This is my first and last time
coming here and commenting. And only because
patience is simply running out." The author asked Vegélé:
"Do you realise what you are doing? Don't you think that
with your texts like this, you are belittling the state of all
of us? Do you have doubts about its system? After read-
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ing such a text, a Lithuanian person may think that our
state is not a free legal democracy but has been hijacked
by some clans, from which we all supposedly need to be
'liberated'." He also added that Végélé "has been feeding
the Lithuanians with his hysteria for four years. FOUR."
and emphasised the importance of investigative journal-
ism, claiming that: "Investigative journalism is not 'stalk-
ing', lawyer. This is normal practice in a free democratic
country." He concluded by saying: “I am ASHAMED that
such people work as lawyers." Comment gathered

massive involvement, mainly agreeing with the
comment's author. Other comments mocking Végélé also
stood out, including one written by a stand-up comedian,
Paulius Ambrazevicius, that only included laughing emojis

and, thus, concluded the whole post.
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Moreover, Végélé's picture from the original post with the
tape over his mouth quickly became a meme template
used for various situations. Among the examples:
"Nobody: My cat at 4 in the morning: No one can silence
me" (see screenshot below on the left). Or, alleged adver-
tise for erotic good store fantazijos.lt (see screenshot
below on the right).
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According to recent polls, Végéleé still remains among the
leaders in the presidential race as he attracts most of the
protest votes. It is still unknown whether this public
confrontation might affect his electorate, as most of his
potential voters see these accusations as “staged”
because of his "truth-telling” and putting the current
government in an "uncomfortable position”.
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